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Prayerbooks 


Golden Links — A delightful little prayerbook that contains 
a wealth of devotions: all the ordinary prayers, Mass devotions, many 
litanies, and devotions in honor of the Blessed Trinity, the Holy Spirit, 
the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph and other popular saints. Small print. 
3% x 5% inches. 347 pages. White only. Prices 80¢ and $1.00. A 
lovely First Communion prayerbook, birthday or wedding gift,(gradua- 
tion remembrance/ or other anniversary. ¢CC 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — For young boys and 
girls. The prayers are simple and easy to understand, yet appealing. 
In its 160 pages are contained two Mass devotions, prayers for confes- 
sion, Holy Communion, Benediction, the Stations, litanies and visits to 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, and, what delights children most of all, 
28 beautiful pictures. Nothing would please a child more as a birth- 
day or First Communion gift. Black, blue and rose cloth. 35¢ 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 





Gabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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Beautiful Pictures of Our Blessed Mother 
(Prayer book size) 


Attractive folders of Our Lady of Fatima, lithographed in pleasing 
colors, explaining the Five First Saturdays and the special promises 
attached; also a Novena prayer. _ Price, $3.50 per 100, or 5¢ each. 

Pictures of the Jmmaculate Heart of Mary, in rich, vivid colors, 
no print on the reverse. Price, $3.50 per 100, or 5¢ each. 


Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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Shay for ary 


LTHOUGH the entire liturgical year continually brings 
¢ to our minds the Blessed Mother of God, through the 
celebration of her beautiful feasts, the month of May has 
a special claim to our Marian devotions, for the entire 
month is dedicated to her. May is the month of the 
awakening of new life in nature. It signifies the re- 
surgence of nature from its long winter sleep and gives promise to all 
the richness and fulness, the maturity and gracious loveliness of sum- 
mer, in springing grass, in swelling buds and bursting blossoms, in 
warbling birds and sparkling waters, in azure skies and golden sunshine. 

But it is only when we keep May as the MontH oF Mary that it 
becomes significant for our spiritual life; for Mary is the harbinger of 
the springtime of the soul. She is “our life, our sweetness and our 
hope,” our “Mystical Rose,” our “Morning Star,” our “Mediatrix of 
All Graces.” To all who honor Mary, May brings to rich fulfilment 
in a spiritual way all that it signifies in the life of material creation. 
Let us, then, hail with joy the dawn of this blessed month, which each 
year brings us so much happiness and consolation; this month, in 
which the Queen of Heaven seems to occupy herself even more closely 
with her children on earth, and to pour out the dew of grace upon 
them most abundantly. 

And how shall we honor Mary so as to give true joy to her 
maternal heart? Assuredly she will receive with pleasure the many 
acts of loving devotion offered to her at flower-decked altars in homes 
and churches, and in pilgrimages and visits to her sanctuaries and 
shrines. But the true joy of a mother finds its source in a deeper well- 
spring—that of the docile obedience of her children. So if we wish 
to give true joy to our Heavenly Mother, we must be attentive, first 
of all, to what she asks of us. 

The critical state of the world should make us attend very seriously 
to the requests expressed by Our Blessed Mother so insistently and 
pleadingly in her many apparitions of modern times. The perils 
threatening our own country should fire our devotion with the zeal 
of patriotism; and the fact that this year of 1950 is a HOLY year 
should add still another stimulus to our devotion. 

In his prayer for the Holy Year, which he would have us say daily, 
if possible, our Holy Father implores Divine mercy through the in- 
tercession of the Blessed Virgin. “Conscious of our unworthiness” (so 
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reads the prayer), “we lovingly place our lot in Thy hands, uniting 
our weak prayers to the intercession and the merits of the most glorious 
Virgin Mary and all the saints.” We are told by an eye-witness that 
as the Holy Father recited this prayer at the opening of the Holy Year, 
his eyes were filled with tears and his voice rose to a tone of fervent 
supplication in imploring the intercession of the Blessed Virgin. 

In the designs of Divine Providence, the peregrinations of the 
Pilgrim Virgin (the image of Our Lady of Fatima) in many countries 
during the past two years or more have served as a wonderful prepara- 
tion for the Holy Year. In various countries, too, the year of 1949 
was observed as a Marian Year for that same purpose. This was indeed 
a most fitting preparation, for who could better lead souls to the 
sources of pardon, of regeneration and of grace than Our Blessed 
Mother? 

To read of the wonderful graces attending the visits of the Pilgrim 
Virgin in the fifty-nine dioceses of our country which so far have been 
thus favored, is indeed gratifying; particularly the accounts of the 
return to the sacraments of persons who have been estranged from the 
Church from five to fifty years. And the reverent and enthusiastic 
reception everywhere accorded to the image of our Blessed Mother, 
as signifying her own august person, seems to indicate that Mary is 
calling thousands of her children back to the Heart of her Divine Son 
and making those already fervent still more devoted in His love and 
service. Yet we know that human nature is fickle and changeable, 
and all too often it happens that when the excitement of the occasion 
subsides, there is also a proportionate dwindling of fervor. To guard 
against such an unfortunate condition in our own and others’ lives, 
we must strive to be constant and persevering in our devotions, and 
not let them be mere passing outbursts of sentimental fervor. 


The ‘Peace Plan from Heaven’ 


The message of Our Lady at Fatima has been aptly called the 
“Peace Plan from Heaven” by Rt. Rev. Monsignor McGrath, who has 
been accompanying the Pilgrim Virgin statue on its tour of our country. 
“If America is to be saved at this eleventh hour,” he said, “it will not 
be by any United Nations or by anything merely human, but by the 
‘Peace Plan from Heaven’ entrusted to three little shepherd children 
at Fatima in our own day.” 


This “Peace Plan,” as we well know, consists of three major 
points: The frequent and fervent recitation of the Rosary; the practice 
of penance; and devotion to the Immaculate Heart, along definite 
lines indicated by Mary. 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 5 


The first of these is too well known to require any explanation, 
except, perhaps, to stress its adoption as a family prayer, and to en- 
courage the practice of the so-called “block” Rosary, which consists 
in daily neighborhood gatherings of families at the different homes, 
in turn, for the recitation of the Rosary. 

Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in the practice of the 
Five First Saturdays (not limiting one’s devotion, however, to one 
set of five) has also been widely explained, so that it is well understood 
by most Catholics; and likewise the act of consecration to the Immacu- 
late Heart, which should be not a mere passing act of devotion, but 
a full consecration of one’s life in the spirit of the True Devotion out- 
lined and propagated by St. Louis De Montfort.* 

But the second of these points, the practice of penance, is not so 
well understood, and because it is wrongly interpreted by many as 
signifying great bodily austerities, it is treated like an unwelcome 
guest who is either received very coldly or not at all: This point 
has been made very clear by the Vicar General of Cova da Iria (the 
place where the apparitions occurred), whose explanation we give here 
in part: — 

Penance — Sacrifice — Mortification 

“Nobody imagines that Fatima brings anything substantially new 
to the doctrine of the Church. But it brought, without doubt, a vehe- 
ment appeal and irresistible call to souls of good will, to live a life 
more in conformity with the spirit of the Gospel... 

“In the Gospel we read: ‘If you do not do penance, you shal] all 
likewise perish.’ The Blessed Virgin saw that men were on the way to 
perdition precisely because they did not do penance. And she came to 
earth on this and on other occasions to remind, to recall, to insist 
on the need for sacrifice and penance, transmitting her message by 
means of three humble children whom she presents as models for our 
present imitation. 

“Perhaps if the world had listened to the voice of Our Lady and 
had followed in the footsteps of the little seers, it would now be a 
different place; because man, in any case, is obliged to do penance, 
if not spontaneously for love, at least by the force of circumstances, 
driven by hate. What greater penance can there be than that suffered 
by thousands and thousands of human beings during the last war and 
in the difficult times through which we are now passing? And yet 
in the eyes of God it is worth little or nothing, because much of it is 
not performed in the spirit of submission, reparation and love. 

“What, then, is the penance which we are called upon to do by 


*This is fully explained in our booklet ‘“‘To Jesus through Mary,” 10¢ 
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God, and in what spirit should it be performed? 

“The principal penance which He asks of us is the exact fulfilment 
of our duty. But this same penance presupposes and imposes others, 
because usually the fulfilment of obligations implies a measure of sacri- 
fice; that is, the performance of certain things at the cost of pleasure 
and also the privation of others for the same reason. 

“PENANCE, in a word, is to do something, or not to do something, 
against the dictates of nature; either corporal nature, in which case we 
have physical pain, willingly embraced; or psychic nature, which en- 
tails moral contradiction and the consequent domination of emotions, 
faculties and senses. All of us, without exception, according to the 
varying circumstances ef our lives, can do something in either or both 
of these spheres. We have touching examples in the lives of the little 
seers who deprived themselves of water in the scorching heat of sum- 
mer, ate bitter acorns, and even slept in tightly knotted cords until 
Our Lady actually had to intervene and forbid the latter at night. 

“But above all, the dominion over the senses can be for us the 
most fruitful source of penance. The eyes, the ears, the tongue, which 
are the causes of so much sin can be also the means of much reparatory 
mortification. It is a way within the reach of all. We would like to 
look, and we do not; we would like to hear, and we stay apart; we 
would like to speak (this above all!) and we remain silent. 

“It is clear, then, that we have an obligation to do penance even 
as a matter of saving our souls. But how and for what motive? 

“First, in accepting, without murmuring and if possible, with joy, 
all the sufferings which God sends us in His mercy, and offering them, 
together with those chosen by ourselves, ‘IN AN ACT OF REPARATION 
FOR THE SINS BY WHICH HE IS OFFENDED, AND IN SUPPLICATION FOR 
THE CONVERSION OF SINNERS. The first sins to be expiated are our 
own, and the first conversions to be asked for are our own. 

“Secondly, the motive for penance is what we have outlined: ex- 
piation for our own sins and the sins of others. We may call PASSIVE 
Or DEFENSIVE penance that which we receive from God, making satis- 
faction for the sins by which He has been offended and injured. By 
ACTIVE Or OFFENSIVE penance we understand all that we do in order 
to fulfil our duty and avoid sin; the punishment of the body, the 
flight from dangerous occasions, the active search for good ones, etc. 

“Penance! Penance! It is the voice of the Church and of thou- 
sands of saints who did not only exhort but practiced what they 
preached. Penance! Penance! It is the maternal voice of Mary, the 
Mother of God, at Lourdes, at Fatima, in all her apparitions in modern 
times. 
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“Mortification is naturally repugnant to man, and especially to 
modern man, living in the society of the present day. Everything tends 
to the flight from pain and suffering and to the search for luxury and 
comfort and material well-being. But this is not the way which leads 
to salvation, individual or collective. Whether he wants it or not, man 
cannot in this life be exempt from suffering. When he does not ac- 
cept it willingly, nor search for it courageously, God sends terrible 
cataclysms and he has it forced upon him. We have seen this for 
ourselves, and the present and future hold obvious lessons of the same 
sort. 

“Let us, at least, especially those of us who are friends and chil- 
dren of Our Lady, and who wish to hear and obey her, let us at least do 
penance for ourselves and for our brethren; let us sacrifice ourselves 
and mortify our wayward nature. 

“And if anyone should ask again, as Lucy asked the angel: How 
ARE WE TO SACRIFICE? we answer in the words of the angel: IN EVERY 
WAY YOU CAN, OFFER SACRIFICE, IN REPARATION FOR THE SINS BY WHICH 
Gop IS OFFENDED AND IN SUPPLICATION FOR THE CONVERSION OF 
SINNERS.” 

Space does not permit our quoting further, at present, from this 
excellent treatise; but the foregoing will suffice for a directive, and 
will, we hope, encourage many souls in the practice of that spirit of 
penance requested by Our Blessed Mother, which is to form so neces- 
sary a part of the “peace plan from heaven,” upon the observance of 
which so much depends. 

The world, it would seem, is setting the stage for another war— 
more terrible and more devastating, even, than the two which have 
already drenched many nations in blood in our present century. The 
dread A-bomb, which seemed to have attained the peak of destructive 
power, is now being superseded by the H-bomb, which is supposed 
to be a thousand times more destructive than the former (if that were 
possible!). Reports of what just one such bomb would do to even 
our largest cities are appalling, and we may well imagine that if such 
weapons are to constitute a part of future warfare, our Holy Father’s 
warning at the close of the last war will find its terrible fulfilment, 
namely that “Men must prepare themselves for sufferings such as man- 
kind has never seen.” When we reflect upon the terrible chastisements 
which have been visited upon the world during the long history of man- 
kind, we may form some idea of what that statement implies. 

But—God be praised!—there is still hope, and that hope rests 
upon Our Blessed Mother’s promise if her requests are fulfilled. Let 
us place our trust, then, in the still more powerful P-bombs of Prayer 
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and Penance; and by our united efforts during this month of May and 
the months to follow, disarm the powers of hell which are at the root 
of all the world’s troubles, and permit our gracious Mother in heaven 
to fulfil the promises which her maternal heart so longs to accomplish. 
To the A-bomb let us oppose the A-bomb of Adoration, and to the 
H-bomb the super-powerful H-bomb of Holiness of life. Thus we 
shall appease the justice of God, overcome the powers of darkness 
and frustrate their evil designs, and win for the world the blessing of 
peace and renewal of spiritual life which the Queen of Peace longs 
to bestow as soon as the obedience of her children has merited that 


favor. 
Mother’s Day 
-o-Hi)-o-}-o-z)-e 


N THE second Sunday of May our nation pays annual tribute 
to Mother. The world has realized that our truest friend on 
earth is our mother; that her love differs from every other 
love; that it is a love which seems even to appreciate sacri- 
fice, going beyond itself to the one loved. 

In his book ‘‘The Mother’’*, His Eminence, Cardinal Mindszenty, 
the imprisoned Primate of Hungary, pays the following beautiful trib- 
ute to mothers: “The first place among the world’s great must be 
conceded to mothers. Those who hold the scepter of the world in their 
hands are those who give life to children. True, a mother’s work lies 
in the home, but her quiet labor radiates upon the whole nation. She 
passes on the entire treasure of culture from generation to generation. 
She builds up the future, and not merely the future of this earth, but 
her task reaches out into eternity, to the very heart of God. No one 
can ever tell what mother means to him, but of one thing we can be 
sure: after God, mother is our greatest blessing and grace.’’ 

True as this is of our earthly mother, can it not even more truly 
be applied to our Heavenly Mother Mary, the Mother of mothers, so 
ordained by her Divine Son Himself in the last moments of His life? 
Dying, there on the Cross, He gave her to us that we might behold 
her, love her, and take her, like St. John, to ourselves. How fitting 
it is, therefore, to acknowledge this Mother as the Mother of our spirit- 
ual life, and honor her on this day by some special prayers and devo- 
tions. 

Whatever may be the tokens of love and gratitude we present to 
our mother on Mother’s Day, let us not fail to offer the most beautiful 
and precious of all gifts—our Holy Mass and Communion; and let us 
make the offering doubly precious by presenting it first to our Heav- 
enly Mother and asking her to obtain for our mother, through the 
merit of this Divine gift, every grace and blessing. 





*This truly inspired book offers to mothers enlightened guidance in the rearing 
of their children, and cannot fail to imbue every mother who reads it with a deeper 
and fuller appreciation of her vocation. A most appropriate gift for Mother’s Day, 
wedding, or other occasions. Price, $2.95. May be ordered from Radio Replies Press, 
St. Paul 1, Minn. 
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The Divine Paraclete 


~+0004— 
7) CRIPTURE tells us that after Our Lord had ascended 


into heaven, the Apostles returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy. And they were in the Upper Room, praising 
and blessing God. They were in a state of exaltation 
and still vibrating with the sweetness of Our Lord’s 
presence. The fear of the Jews that had held them 
trembling after the tragedy of Calvary was gone from 
them. The forty days after Easter had given them a new spirit. In 
those days they had had Our Lord entirely to themselves and He had 
made clear to them the mission to which He had called them. “Then 
He opened their understanding that they might understand the Scrip- 
tures. And He said to them, ‘Thus it is written and thus it behooved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise again from the dead the third day; and 
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name 
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. And you yourselves are 
witnesses of these things.’ ” 

The three preceding years had been a time of feverish excite- 
ment for the Apostles and they had not realized their true position, 
or the reason of their vocation by Our Lord. The forty days since 
His resurrection, however, had been golden days of closest intimacy 
with Our Lord in their rehabilitation. In the reaction from His Real 
Presence, however, after the Ascension as they recalled to one another 
His words and promises, bewilderment mingled with their joy. He 
had said to them: “Wait here in the city, until you are clothed with 
power from on high”; and “You shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you.” 





Glorious Fulfilment of Our Lord’s Promise 


Day after day they waited. They spent long hours in prayer in 
the Cenacle, waiting. They stood with lifted arms, waiting, sup- 
plicating. Each night they went to rest, sure that the morning would 
bring the wonder. Each morning they began the day full of hope. 
At last, on the morning of the tenth day, their waiting ended. As they 
were praying at the third hour, “Suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a violent wind coming, and it filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. And there appeared to them parted tongues 
as of fire, which settled upon each of them. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began:to speak in foreign tongues, even as 
the Holy Spirit prompted them to speak” (Acts 2:2-4). 
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Thus came the Holy Spirit into the Church to illumine, direct and 
superintend its works, in fulfilment of Our Lord’s promise: “I will 
ask the Father and He will give you another Advocate to dwell with 
you forever, the Spirit of truth whom the world cannot receive, because 
it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you shall know Him, because 
He will dwell with you, and be in you” (John 14:17). Since that 
Penecostal day the Spirit of God, the third Divine Person of the Blessed 
Trinity, animates the Church as the soul animates the body; for the 
Holy Ghost is the Soul of the Church, as Christ is its Head. 

Man’s body functions and each member does its part in the ac- 
tivity of life, because it is motivated by the soul. Without that power 
the body is dead. In like manner, the Church is controlled through 
all its parts by the Holy Ghost. “There are diversities of operations, 
but the same God who worketh all in all” (1 Cor. 12:6). As it is 
by the power of the soul that we move and act as well as think, so 
it is the same Divine superintendence of the Holy Ghost that preserves 
the visible Head of the Church from error in teaching faith and morals, 
and that illumines the humblest member of the Church so that he may 
save his soul. 


Sevenfold Outpouring of Grace 


With the generosity that marks all of God’s works, the sevenfold 
Gifts of the Holy Ghost are poured forth on us. Divine Love knew 
no limits in the tremendous act of creation. (The first verses of 
Genesis are a catalog of infinite detail.) Divine Love knew no bounds 
in the bounteousness of Redemption. (The Most Precious Blood of 
Our Lord was shed to the last drop.) So Divine Love knows no stint 
in the lavishness of sanctification in “the Spirit of wisdom and of under- 
standing, the Spirit of counsel and of fortitude, the Spirit of knowledge 
and of godliness, and the Spirit of the fear of the Lord.” These seven 
gifts of gracious love, crimsoned in the Precious Blood of Him who 
bought salvation for us by His Passion and Death, course through the 
veins of the Church, and make live the wondrous miracle that astonishes 
the unbeliever. From the Apostolic days down through the ages to 
our own day, the effects of the sevenfold inspiration of the Holy Ghost 
in the Church are as evident as the pulse-beat and the glow of the skin 
that denote life in man. 

How precious and admirable are the Gifts of the Holy Ghost 
which He imparts to the soul in which He takes up His abode! And 
how rich is the soul that is put in possession of these Gifts! It is 
wise with the Wisdom of God. The wisdom of this world is but folly 
in the sight of God, because it looks no farther than to earthly toys 
and contrivings, for the transitory enjoyments of this world. It is not 
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this wisdom which the Holy Spirit gives, nor is it the wisdom of the 
philosophers who busy themselves in studying the secrets of nature, 
but neglect to seek truth in its fountain. The Wisdom of the Holy 
Spirit alone is worthy of the glorious name of Wisdom, and it consists 
in the khowledge and love of God which tends continually to Him, 
and which seeks and finds Him in all things. 

How precious, too, are the other Gifts which the Holy Spirit com- 
municates to the soul! The Gift of Understanding, which opens the 
eyes of the soul to the light of God, and sets the truths of God in their 
proper light; which clearly discovers to the soul the shortness and 
vanity of all temporal honors, riches and pleasures, and convinces her 
that nothing is truly great or worthy of her affection but that which 
is eternal. By the light of understanding, the end of our creation, 
the dignity of the immortal soul, the nature of our mortal pilgrimage, 
the four last things, and other Christian truths, sink deep into the soul 
and influence the whole conduct of life. 

But the Christian life is beset with dangers and difficulties; it 
meets with opposition from subtle and strong enemies. The Spirit of 
God comes to our aid with the Gift of Counsel to show us our way, to 
uncover to us the snares and artifices of our enemies, and to guide us 
safely through all dangers. He gives the Gift of Fortitude, or heavenly 
courage and strength, to animate us and to help us overcome all op- 
position from the world, the flesh and the devil, and to gain the victory 
in all our conflicts. How fortunate we are to have such a Guide, such 
a Counselor, such a powerful Helper and Protector on our journey 
of life, as the Holy Spirit! 

The Holy Spirit gives also the Gift of Knowledge to instruct the 
soul in virtue and in her duties, and to enlighten her in every step 
she is to take to reach God and heaven. The Gift of Piety, which makes 
the soul earnest about the things of the spirit and very fervent in the 
service of God, enables her to run with vigor and alacrity in the ways 
of the Divine commandments. And lastly, the Gift of the Fear of the 
Lord, which Scripture calls the beginning of wisdom, restrains the soul 
from all that may offend God, and makes her fear His displeasure more 
than any other evil whatsoever. 

How highly ought we to value these heavenly Gifts, the least of 
which is worth more than all the world can give! How rich is the 
soul which enjoys them all, by her possession of the Spirit of God, 
who is the source of all good, and who alone can impart such excellent 
gifts!| Let us make the increase of these gifts and a more intimate 
union of our souls with the Holy Spirit, the objects of our Pentecostal 
Novena, and of our daily prayer. 
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Novena for Pentecost 
May 18th to May 27th ’ 


—=0004— 


VERY good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of Lights.” So St. James tells us in 


his inspiring Epistle (1:17). It is through the Holy Spirit 
that the bountiful gifts of God are bestowed upon us, both in the spirit- 
ual and the material order. We ought, then, to lay our needs with trust 
and confidence before this Spirit of Goodness and Love; for, although 
He knows them better than we do ourselves, He wishes us to make an 
humble acknowledgment of them and of our dependence upon His help. 

The Church attaches great importance to the novena for Pentecost, 
and wishes all her children to prepare their hearts by fervent prayer 
for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

You are cordially invited to join in the Solemn Novena to the 
Holy Spirit to be made in our four Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adora- 
tion, located at Clyde, Missouri; Mundelein, Illinois; Tucson, Arizona; 
and Kansas City, Missouri. The novena commences on the Feast of 
the Ascension, May 18, and continues up to the Vigil of Pentecost, 
May 27. Your special intentions will be placed near the Exposition 
Throne during the Novena, if you send them to the address below. 


Our Novena prayer 
will be that spiritual joy 
and love may be given 
to each one through the 
Spirit of Divine Love, 
together with the spe- 
cial spiritual and tem- 
poral gifts each one 
may desire. Above all, 
we shall pray that the Holy Spirit may give to the Church peace and 
unity, and respite from persecution; to fallen-away Catholics, the grace 
to return to her Fold; to all her members holiness and perfection; and 
to those outside her Fold, the gift of the True Faith. And let us pray 
especially for our Holy Father and for all prelates and pastors of the 
Church, as well as for the rulers of states and nations, that they may 
be guided by the Holy Spirit in the fulfilment of their duties. 

“Ask and you shall receive! Seek and you shall find! Knock 
and it shall be opened unto you.” Make your needs known, with con- 
fidence in the goodness of the Holy Spirit! 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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A Wessage for Our Readers 


oRotieie 





" ITH justifiable pride (we trust) we remind 
our readers, old and new, of the fact that 
May, 1950 marks the beginning of the 46th 
year for TABERNACLE and PURGATORY. 
In its humble way, our little magazine has 
been doing a work for God these past forty- 
five years, the extent of which cannot be 
reckoned in earthly figures or expressed in 
mundane terms. Like a flame it has gleamed 
out in the darkness of materialism and 
skepticism to light up the minds and warm the hearts of its readers. 
and bring them to a more intelligent grasp of the mysteries of their 
holy Faith and to a more zcalous and fervent practice of it. 


The many encouraging expressions of appreciation for the bene- 
fits derived from reading it assure us that the magazine is welcomed 
by all, whether it be by old faithful subscribers who have been reading 
it from its beginning, or new-found friends who have only recently 
become acquainted. We are confident, therefore, that our readers will 
be eager to help us expand its circulation, that it may be able to ex- 
tend more and more Our Lord’s Eucharistic kingdom. You can do 
this effectively in two ways. First by soliciting subscriptions for 
TABERNACLE and PURGATORY among your friends and acquaint- 
ances; and secondly, by gift-subscriptions on such occasions as a wed- 
ding, a birthday, Christmas, graduation, or any anniversary. And 
when your own subscription nears its expiration date, its prompt re- 
newal is always much appreciated! Your support of TABERNACLE 
and PURGATORY will enable it to continue its mission of making 
our Eucharistic God better known and loved and of fostering devotion 
to the holy souls. It is an effective way to help God’s cause. 


As a final word, may we assure our devoted readers of our sin- 
cere appreciation of all the help you have given us in the past, and 
though it is expressed in a humble and simple way, yet it is with deeply 
grateful hearts that we recall to mind the support you have given us in 
so many ways, your faithfulness in renewing subscriptions, your gen- 
erous efforts to increase the number of our subscribers, your words of 
encouragement and the friendly interest you have shown in us and in 
our work. May the Divine and grateful Heart of Jesus, in union with 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, bless and reward you a thousandfold! 
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A Special Premium During May 
HS 


S mentioned in our April issue, we are offering, during the 

months of April and May of this Holy Year, a Scheyern 

Cross as a premium for each NEW subscription to “Taber- 

nacle and Purgatory.” By thus encouraging the venera- 
tion of the Holy Cross during this Holy Year of 1950, and seeking to 
enlarge the sphere of influence of our magazine, we wish to oppose 
the efforts of the enemies of religion who are trying by every possible 
means to banish God from human society. 

Today the dark shadow of evils of the worst kind lies across the 
face of the whole earth. The enemies of God and the destroyers of 
peace overwhelm the world with falsehood and deceit, and thus spread 
the poisonous seeds of irreligion and immorality, of unrest and dissen- 
sion, of hatred and greed. So critical is the situation that, unless the 
tide of affairs is turned, there is grave danger that the world will soon 
be plunged into a third world war, more terrible and devastating than 
any that have preceded it. 

The Church, the Bride of Christ, stands amid this mental, moral, 
and material confusion, with calm and majestic mien. Her enemies 
seek to drown, with shrieking cries of hatred and intolerance, her voice 
of love and kindness, her message of tolerance and mercy, her call to 
charity and justice. They challenge her labor of love by bigotry and 
persecution. Can she survive this terrifying storm? We know: that 
she can and will, for Christ has promised that “the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against her.” Nevertheless, these powerful enemies are 
capable of inflicting deep wounds upon her, of tearing many of her 
children from her embrace, of destroying the fruits of her labors, and 
drenching her spotless garment in the blood of martyrs. 

We, her children, must come to her assistance by helping to con- 
quer her adversaries. Her visible enemies who assail her with so much 
cunning and cruelty are but the tools of the devil, and it is only by 
breaking his power and frustrating his designs that we can overcome 
these eriemies. To do so, we must employ spiritual weapons. Two of 
the most powerful of these weapons are the Cross of Christ and the 
Sword of Truth (the teaching of religion). These are the terror of the 
demons, and by their power we can put them to flight and disarm them. 

On May 3d, the Church has us celebrate the feast of the finding! 
of the True Cross by St. Helena. During this Holy Year it is her 
desire that we venerate the Cross with special devotion, so that not 
only we ourselves but countless other souls may draw from the foun- 
tain of graces of which it is the well-spring. 
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The little crosses we are of- 
fering for premiums (one for 
each NEW subscription — not 
for renewals) are replicas of 
the relic of the True Cross pre- 
served in the Benedictine 
Monastery at Scheyern, Ger- 
many, and have been touched 
to the relic. Many of our sub- 
scribers are already familiar 
with the Scheyern Cross, which 
we Offered as a premium some 
years ago, and many have been 
recipients of remarkable favors 
through the use of these 
crosses. Now we have had the 
good fortune a to secure a new, 
though limited, supply. Each 
little cross will be accompanied 
by an explanatory leaflet, which 
also contains suitable prayers. 


Remember, this offer holds only for MAY, and only for NEW 


subscriptions. 





The Lord’s Prayer 


Concluded 


Devoutly explained by the Venerable Louis De Ponte, S.J. (1554-1624) 
and translated from the Spanish original by the Rev. J.M.T. 
(Copyrighted 1950) 


5. FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS* 


IRST, I shall consider what kind of debts we ask God to forgive 
us. They are our sins, mortal and venial (James, 3:2) and the 
penalties we must pay because of them. God alone can remit 

these debts, and He does so through the means He has ordained to. 
this purpose. Hence, I ask of Him the remission of my debts through 
the application of these means, and His assistance in their use. 

Secondly, I shall consider that even a saint, who may rightly call 

God his Father, to whom God’s kingdom (of grace) has come, and 
who strives to do His will on earth as it is done in heaven, must still 
hold it for certain that he falls. into venial sins of some kind every 
day, and thus incurs debts, on account of which he must pray daily: 
“Forgive us, O Lord, our. debts.” 

~~ *This rendering, adopted’ by our latest translations of the Gospels, 


is more literal than ‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.’’ (Translator) 
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O most benign Father, | confess that I daily incur not only one 
but many debts, for I sin many times; but it pleases Thee, who art 
merciful, to forgive me. Since, therefore, Thou commandest me to 
ask Thy forgiveness, | do so just because Thou so commandest me. 
Grant me what I ask, since to grant it pleases Thee. 

Thirdly, I shall ponder what debts I myself am called upon to 
forgive. They are the injuries and offenses inflicted on me by others. 
I must forgive them, neither hating the offenders nor avenging myself, 
on my own authority, nor showing signs of hatred, but rather the com- 
mon signs of friendship; for he forgives more perfectly who forgets 
the injury altogether, loves his offender with a special love, and does 
him special favors; and such a one will obtain from God a more plenti- 
ful and liberal forgiveness of his own debts. 

Our Lord gives us to understand how greatly He desires us to 
forgive one another by placing our forgiveness of others as a condition 
of His forgiving us. And He makes us know how much He wishes 
us to forgive immediately, without letting the sun go down on our 
anger (Ephes. 4:26) by commanding us to say every day that we forgive 
our debtors. Hence, if I do not forgive my neighbor, I pronounce 
sentence against myself, because I ask God to forgive me just as | 
forgive. For, if I do not forgive, as much as this depends on my part, 
it is as if I told God not to forgive me.* 

O most liberal Father, from the depths of my heart | forgive 
the debts others owe me, so that Thou mayest forgive those | owe Thee; 
for theirs hardly amount to a hundred denarii, while mine amount 
to ten thousand talents. (Matt. 18:24.) 


VI. AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION 


First, I shall consider that Our Lord does not tell us to say to 
our Father: “Do not allow us to be tempted,” or “Do not permit the 
tempter to tempt us.” Rather, He presupposes that temptation is nec- 
essary for us, and that our Heavenly Father has good reasons for allow- 
ing it and for giving such permission. There can be no doubt that 
if He permits temptation it will be just, and for our good, and pro- 
portioned to our strength. Therefore, we must be prepared to suffer 
temptation from the devil, from his ministers who live in the world, 
and from our own flesh with its passions. 


*Modern exegetes, however, tell us that the original Greek text 
does not mean “as we forgive,” i.e., “just as we forgive,” but: “since we 
forgive’; we allege the fact of our forgiving as a reason why God 
should forgive us. Nevertheless, it remains certain that our forgiv- 
ing our neighbor is a necessary condition for the remission of our 
sins by God. (Translator.) 
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But Our Lord wants us to ask our Heavenly Father for the grace 
not to be conquered by temptation nor to yield to it by consenting to sin. 
And He wants us to ask Him, at the same time, not to allow us to be 
assailed by temptations of such a nature and on such occasions as His 
Divine Majesty foresees would bring about our downfall. 


O Heavenly Father, behold me, Thy son, living in this world of 
temptation, assailed from all sides by many enemies. I do not refuse 
to battle, since this is Thy will; but help me to gain the victory, for 
the son’s victory brings honor also to his father. 


Vil. BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL 


In this last petition we beg to be delivered from all evils—past, 
present and future; eternal as well as temporal; evils of the soul and 
of the body, as far as is suitable for the good of our soul. Hence we 
ask God to deliver us from the sins of the past by forgiving them 
through His grace; to free us from the ignorances, errors, passions, 
afflictions and miseries we endure in the present, and to preserve us 
from them in the future, especially from eternal damnation and the 
power of the devil. The latter is the evil from which we chiefly wish 
to be delivered when we say: “deliver us. from evil”; we ask that the 
evi] one may not gain power over us, either in this life or in the next, 
and that we may never become his slaves. 


In this petition, therefore, I may compese a litany similar to the 
one (that of All Saints) in which the Church enumerates the evils from 
which we ask to be delivered: deliver us, O Lord, from all evil, from 
all sin, from Thy wrath, from the spirit of fornication, from the spirit 
of pride, etc. 

AMEN. 


At the end of the Lord’s Prayer is added the word AMEN, which 
means “So be it.” This word should be said with fervor and with 
an intense desire to obtain from God the objects of our petitions; 
for the desire of the poor is heard by the Lord. (Cf. Ps. 9:38.) 
Besides, it must be uttered with full confidence that we shall be heard, 
since we ask for the things which Our Lord Himself directed us to ask 
of Him. St. John says: “And this is the confidence we have towards. 
Him: that whatsoever we shall ask according to His will, He heareth 
us” (1 John, 5:14.15). We know this to be so because we received 
from Our Lord Himself the petitions we address to Him (in the Our 
Father), when He taught us what to pray for in accordance with His 
will. 
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Sa anew of the Holy D pinit 

sereforereforrefores | 

2 RATITUDE fills our hearts as we review the progress 

f made at our Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary of the Holy 

Spirit in Kansas City, during the seven years which have 

{ passed since that memorable feast of Pentecost in 1943 

when the invitation was extended us by the Most Rever- 
end Bishop to establish a foundation in his diocese. 

The new chapel, dedicated on May 17, 1949, has, 
since its opening, attracted ever-growing numbers of individuals and 
groups who come to participate in the adoration of our Eucharistic 
God. During this Holy Year of 1950, it has become a special place 
of pilgrimage, for it has been designated by the Bishop as one of the 
three churches to be visited for the gaining of the Jubilee indulgence 
by such among the faithful who are hindered from going to Rome for 
legitimate reasons. Each Sunday afternoon the people from one of 
the parishes come in a body with their pastor to make their Jubilee 
visits. It is a truly inspiring sight to see the throng of men, women 
and children dismount from the chartered buses at the foot of the hill 
and ascend the long graduating walk to the chapel, while the bells in 
the tower ring out a glad welcome; and one cannot but sense the 
strengthening of the bond of unity between the members of the parish 
thus joined in a religious exercise, and the power of their united 
prayer. 

It is most consoling, too, to know that an immense volume of 
prayer and sacrifice, a stream of adoration, praise, supplication, thanks- 
giving and reparation is ever ascending heavenward from this Eucha- 
ristic Sanctuary, not only from the consecrated Sister-Adorers, but also 
from the many lay-adorers who daily visit the Chapel. Could there 
be greater proof than this of the work the Holy Spirit is doing in the 
hearts of men? 











The Church today faces many powerful and crafty enemies, but 
the counter-attack launched by her spiritual forces is no less powerful 
and effective. The Holy Spirit dwells in the midst of the world, 
though the world knows Him not. He is working silently, but with 
Divine strength, in forming armies of Christians who, like the Apostles 
of old, are ever intent upon conquering the world for Christ. But alas! 
there are countless souls still wandering in the dark ways of sin and 
error and confusion. There can be no doubt of the need such souls 
have of the help of the Holy Spirit in this decadent world, of the need 
of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of Wisdom and of Truth. If we 
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want to combat the evils of the age, we must all pray fervently that 
the Holy Spirit of God will come “to convince the world of sin, and 
of justice, and of judgment,” and give to souls the graces necessary to 
combat the spirit of evil which is abroad today. It is for this reason 
that the work of Perpetual Adoration would seem to be more necessary 
now than ever before in the world’s history. Through the Divine 
Mediator on the altar we can most effectively supplicate the graces of 
the Holy Spirit. Has He not promised, “I will ask the Father for 
you”? 

A Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration is necessarily universal in its 
character and work. It is not intended merely for one place or for 
the people of that locality; it is for the whole Church, for all times 
and for all peoples. We are encouraged by this thought to extend 
our appeal to generous souls everywhere, to enlist their aid in paying 
off the debt contracted in the erection of this new Sanctuary, so that 
the burden, being shared by many, may not rest too heavily on those 
immediately concerned. Many persons have been and continue to be 
generous in spite of limited means. But,—no doubt due to the high 
costs of living and the obligations toward local parishes and projects, 
which have first claim,—the offerings received are usually small and 
sometimes far between. Hence the liquidation of the debt is progress- 
ing very slowly. But every little bit helps, and we are most grateful 
for every contribution, be it large or small. We pray that God may 
bless each kind donor, and inspire many others to lend the aid of 
their prayers and their alms in this Eucharistic work in honor of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Many privileges are granted to benefactors, among which we note 
the following: All share in the good works of the Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration, that is, in the Holy Masses, Communions, adoration by day 
and night, choir services, Benedictions given twice daily in each com- 
munity and countless other good works of the religious life. As a 
special token of gratitude, those who make a donation of $100.00 or 
more to the building fund may have their initials engraved on the 
beautiful Exposition Monstrance made in honor of the Holy Spirit. 
An offering of $10.00 entitles one to have his or her name, or that of 
another, inscribed in the Golden Book, a precious volume which al- 
ways rests near the Exposition Throne. Those who give lesser sums 
have also a special share in the work of Perpetual Adoration, and will 
surely merit the fulfilment of Our Lord’s promise, “Give and it shall 
be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, shall they pour into your lap. For with what measure you 
measure, it shail be measured to you” (Luke 6:38). 
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Mary, the Compassionate Mother of the 
Souls in Purgatory 


37] 5 MARY is the comfortress of her children in their 
afflictions whilst they tread the difficult path of 
life, and also when they are preparing to cross 
the dread threshold of eternity, so is she their 
comfortress when they are expiating their sins in 
the flames of purgatory. Where is the mother who 
would not rush to the rescue of her child if she 
saw it falling into a fiery furnace, when it lay in 
her power to render it assistance? And will Mary, the most tender of 
Mothers, be indifferent to the torments of her children plunged in the 
expiatory flames of Divine Justice? Oh, no! Full of compassion for 
those holy souls, she is ceaselessly engaged in alleviating their pains. 





“Oh!” exclaims St. Vincent Ferrer, “how good Mary is to the poor 
prisoners who groan amidst the flames of purgatory! Not a moment 
passes but through her intercession they obtain relief and aid.” The 
Holy Virgin, speaking in revelation to St. Bridget, said: “I am the 
Mother of all who are in purgatory, and the pains which are inflicted 
on souls, in order to expiate their sins, are lightened by my prayers.” 

Following the example of Our Blessed Mother, we, too, should 
strive to succor these unhappy victims of Divine Justice, for are they 
not our relatives, our benefactors, our friends? Perchance amongst 
them may be found a father, a mother, a husband or wife, a brother 
or sister. Perhaps it is because they have loved us too well that they 
suffer so cruelly and endure tortures comparable to those of hell, with 
the exception that they are not eternal. Their only resource is to 
borrow the voice of the Church and to say to us, “Have pity on me, 
have pity on me, at least you, my friends, because the hand of the 
Lord hath touched me” (Job, 19:21). Let us compassionate and help 
these poor souls, and one day they will also take pity on us. 

The Blessed Virgin does not limit herself to visiting and relieving 
the holy souls in purgatory, but by her intercession she obtains their 
deliverance. To hasten the termination of their sufferings, she inspires 
the living to help them by their prayers and good works, and supplicates 
her Divine Son to end their torments and admit them to the abode of 
refreshment, light and peace. What Mary asks she always obtains. 
How many forgotten or neglected souls would weep for ages in this 
place of unspeakable torments if the Blessed Virgin did not hasten the 
hour of their deliverance? How many, liberated through her maternal 
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love, enter heaven on those days when the Church celebrates her fes- 
tivals? The learned and pious Gerson assures us that on the day of her 
Assumption into heaven all the souls who were then in purgatory were 
liberated by her intercession; and Denis the Carthusian holds that on 
several feasts of the year the Queen of Heaven descends into the abode 
of expiation to deliver souls there detained, separated from God. How 
comforting it is to think that if we fall into purgatory the merciful 
Virgin will extend to us her hand to draw us out of this fiery prison, 
and to place us near herself in eternal bliss! 

If we are true children of Mary we, too, will strive to deliver 
souls from purgatory. We can do so, first, by indulgences, by which 
we draw upon that precious treasure formed by the superabundant 
merits of Jesus Christ and the saints; secondly, by our prayers recited 
with attention and fervor, even if it were but the pious aspiration, 
“Good Jesus, grant them eternal rest”; thirdly, by alms, which deliver 
from all sin and cover iniquities; fourthly, by those superabundant 
fountains of grace, Holy Mass and Communion. St. John Chrysostom 
saw, in vision, an angel pouring the Precious Blood from the Chalice 
into the abyss of purgatory, and the purified souls winged their flight 
into heaven. Can charity be said to reign in us if with so many and 
easy means of alleviating these poor souls, we neglect to do so? What 
injustice and what ingratitude should we not be guilty of? 

O Mary, Star of Jacob, who shinest on that ocean of fire which we 
call purgatory, have pity on those poor souls of whom thou art always 
the Mother and the Hope. Give ear to their sorrows, oh, thou who 
didst so often console them on earth. Jesus will be moved by thy 
prayers; heaven will be opened to them, and they will bless the Mother 
and the Son for all eternity. 


Is It Going to 
Last Forever? 


CW 0009 


ERHAPS this question comes to your mind as you read 
the appeal month after month for food, clothing, and 
alms for the war-victims of Europe... Only God knows 
when many of them will again be able to provide for 
themselves; but meanwhile they are still in dire need 
of help. So may we again solicit your aid in extend- 

ing relief to the many Priests, Sisters, and families who appeal to us 
in desperation? Articles of clothing and shoes are most welcome, even 
though somewhat worn; also money offerings to defray postage and 
ito purchase food, medicine, and other necessaries. Kindly address them 
ito: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Ambassador of God and Torch of the 
Immaculate Heart 


ee oe Soe 


HE mysterious workings of God’s Providence shine out ad- 

mirably in the life of St. Anthony Mary Claret, whose 

F canonization takes place on May 7th. Born, during the 

Napoleonic wars, in the little industrial town of Sallent, 

Spain, on Christmas Eve, 1807, to John and Josepha Claret, Anthony 

early manifested remarkable traits of character. His parents were 

simple and thrifty folk, endowed with a true spirit of piety, which con- 

cerned itself more with educating their children in the things of God 

than in those of the world. It was their custom to say the Rosary 

daily in the family circle, and little Anthony no doubt developed here 

his special attraction for the Rosary, which formed an important part 
of his daily devotions in later life. 

The lad displayed, in his tender years, unusual virtues, earnest- 
ness of character, and zeal for his studies. The seriousness of the 
boy’s mind can be judged by his meditating on eternity at the early 
age of five. Having been put to bed one night he could not sleep, but 
lay pondering on the word forever, trying to picture the frightful 
agonies of the damned through millions and millions of unending years. 
Even then his soul was stirred with the desire to become a missionary, 
that he might journey throughout the world and save souls from so 
dreadful a fate. The boy was permitted to receive his First Holy Com- 
munion at the then unusually early age of ten. From that moment a 
remarkable change seemed to take place, which made his parents think 
he might be destined for the priesthood. The father, therefore, made 
arrangements for him to study Latin with a learned and self-sacrificing 
priest who offered to teach him free of charge. But the good priest 
died soon after, and Anthony had to give up his studies. 

Anthony’s father was in charge of a successful weaving industry, 
in which his son showed a special aptitude. Since he got along well 
with the workers and showed great tact in managing and correcting 
them, his father soon placed him in charge of the little factory. Due 
to his influence, the mill workers were induced to recite the three parts 
of the Rosary daily, and an excellent spirit of good will and virtue 
reigned among them. 

When Anthony was nearly seventeen, his father sent him to Bar- 
celona to learn greater skill in weaving. In later life he confessed that 
at this-time his one ambition was to become a great manufacturer. His 
thoughts were filled with factories, machines, and designs, so that 
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there was little room for prayer. Later he said of this period: ‘I had 
more machines in my head than there were saints at the altar.”” Awak- 
ening passions, bad example, inexperience, and youthful frivolity left 
their mark upon the later period of Anthony’s adolescence. According 
to his own avowal, he relaxed in his religious fervor and had several 
narrow escapes from grave dangers. An instance is related of how he 
went one day to visit a friend, and was told by the friend’s young wife 
that he was not at home but would soon return. He was invited to 
wait in the room and he did so, but made a hasty escape when he found 
the invitation was a snare against his chastity. Invoking the Blessed 
Mother of God, he retreated, never to return. He blamed himself for 
having caused the temptation by being too worldly in his dress. 

To our Blessed Lady also Anthony attributed a seemingly miracu- 
lous escape from drowning. He had sat down near the seashore when 
suddenly a huge wave surged over him and carried him out beyond 
his depth. He could not swim, but cried to the Mother of God to 
help him. Almost at once he found himself back on the shore, with 
his clothing not even wet. The incident shook him from his worldliness 
and indifference. 

A further shock came to him in the dishonesty of a supposed 
friend who made away with a considerable sum of money belonging to 
his father’s firm. Anthony then made up his mind to become a Car- 
thusian monk. But God had other plans, which led him to enter a 
seminary at Vich to study for the priesthood. Here he applied himself 
zealously to his preparatory courses, and did a great deal of independent 
reading, particularly in the Book of the Prophets. Unconsciously he was 
preparing himself for his future vocation, though all the time he was 
torn by two desires, that of becoming a missionary and seeking souls 
for God, and the desire to live a contemplative life as a Carthusian. 
He discovered how to unite these two desires in reading the life of 
St. Catherine of Siena, where he learned how he could live in his in- 
terior spirit by building, as it were, a chapel in his heart. The practice 
of the presence of God by faith formed the walls of his chapel; hope 
was the roof; forgetfulness of the things of the world, its door. Thus 
he became enabled to live a life of deep recollectedness in the midst 
of outward occupations. As a student, Anthony spent much time in 
reading, but he spent still more time in prayer. A great part of the 
night was consumed in this exercise, an exercise eminently fitted to 
prepare him for the holy state to which he aspired. 

God Himself directed his spiritual progress and instructed him 
also through supernatural visions. Perhaps the first came to him in 
1833, during an illness. He experienced at this time a temptation to 
sensuality that almost overpowered him and threatened his vocation. 
His whole being seemed to burn with the fire, so that he thought of 
abandoning the idea of becoming a priest and of giving himself up to 
carnal pleasures. But Our Lady again came to his aid. Having called 
upon her, he beheld her in a vision, holding a golden crown. She said 
to him, “‘Anthony, this crown shall be yours when you achieve victory.” 
And she placed it on his head. At the same moment Anthony beheld 
a troop of demons, hastily taking flight. From that day, he suffered 
no further molestations against the angelic virtue. 
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Due to the religious persecutions in Spain, Anthony was ordained 
to the priesthood before he had entirely finished his studies, on June 
13, 1835, at the age of twenty-eight. He was obliged, however, to 
continue his course for five more years. His first assignment was as 
an assistant in his home diocese. After four years at this work, he 
obtained from his bishop leave to go to Rome to seek permission from 
the Congregation of Propaganda to prepare himself for a missionary 
career. But the Congregation was not in session at his arrival, it being 
in the warm summer months, so he decided to use the time to make the 
“Exercises of St. Ignatius.”” They terminated in his entering the Jesuit 
novitiate, but after some five or six months, one of his legs became 
paralyzed. The Superior recognized this as a sign from God that it 
was not Anthony’s vocation to become a Jesuit. But his training in 
the novitiate had served a special purpose. It prepared him to found 
a religious order of his own in later life. 

The young priest was recalled to Spain by his bishop and charged 
with giving missions in Catalonia. This was what he had long desired 
to do. For several years he traveled from village to village, preaching 
missions of varied length. His sermons attracted crowds. He never 
threatened or scolded; the sinners were won by his ‘“‘meekness.’’ He 
believed that more is accomplished for souls if they feel they are loved 
and see that the preacher’s only desire is to help them escape temporal 
and eternal woes, so they may live happily in this life and in the life 
to come. Anthony often preached three or four times a day, and 
sometimes even ten. After his sermons he would sit for hours in the 
confessional. He often revealed to penitents secret and forgotten sins. 
The missionary ascribed all his success to the goodness of Our Blessed 
Lady. There were times when he was specially inspired in his preach- 
ing by the Holy Spirit. 

Anthony had extraordinary powers, too, for healing the sick and 
in prophesying. Many such instances could be related. In his bi- 
ography are to be found, also, instances of surprising escapes from 
brigands who sought his life, of crossing swollen streams in a miracu- 
lous manner, and other extraordinary events. Once some enemies plot- 
ted to kill him by summoning him on a feigned sick-call. Having been 
directed up a dark stairway to a room, he entered and found the sup- 
posedly sick man in bed, dead, with a gun in his hand. 


On a certain occasion the holy priest gave a series of sermons to 
some Carmelite Sisters of Charity at Vich. They desired a copy of 
what he had said, so he wrote down his words as far as he could recall 
them. They were passed to other houses, and soon printed. Thus 
it came about that St. Anthony began to write books. One hun- 
dred and forty-four works of various kinds are ascribed to his fertile 
pen. He had an unusual knack for expressing his thoughts, both in 
sermons and in his books, in homely similes and parables like those 
of Our Lord. 

One of St. Anthony Claret’s greatest works was the founding 
of a religious Congregation known as the Sons of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, or the Claretian Missionaries. Assisted by a few zealous 
priests who had aspirations similar to his own, he began this under- 
taking on the feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, July 16, 1849. The 
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beginnings were unpretentious, though the work was directly inspired 
by Our Blessed Lady. It was foreshown to him in a vision that the 
Congregation was destined to last until the end of time, and to spread 
all over the world. Furthermore, the assurance was given that all 
the members who persevered faithfully until death in the Congregation 
would enter the kingdom of heaven. In the beginning the young Con- 
gregation had to undergo very severe trials. It has now extended its 
labors to Spain, Africa, France, Italy, North and South America, Ger- 
many, and in late years also to China. 


In 1949 the Congregation celebrated its first centenary. The origi- 
nal object of the Congregation was to give missions, But in addition 
to this special field of activity, the giving of retreats, the training of 
boys for the priesthood, educational works, the press, and scientific 
research have all been extensively developed. Proof of the deep in- 
terior life of its members may be found in the fact that several of them 
are candidates for beatification. One of the glories of the Congrega- 
tion is Father Andrew Sola, who became a martyr for the Faith in 
Mexico, in 1928. God’s blessing has rested visibly on the work of the 
Congregation. 


The Sisters of the Congregation of the Immaculate Conception, 
founded in Cuba, in collaboration with Mother Antonia Paris, on August 
24, 1855, also owe to St. Anthony their spirit and work. 


Hardly three weeks after founding his new Congregation, An- 
thony, to his great dismay, was appointed Archbishop of Santiago, 
Cuba. More than a year later he was consecrated at Vich in a magnifi- 
cent ceremony, quite different from the spirit of simplicity and the 
penitential life he was accustomed to lead. His departure for Cuba, on 
December 28, 1850, cost him much, for it meant leaving his infant 
Congregation. Moreover, he had misgivings as to his capability of 
being Archbishop of Santiago. In his trial he turned to Our Lady, 
and as a surer pledge of his consecration to her, he assumed her name 
as a part of his own, being known from that time as Anthony Mary 
Claret. His zeal for souls in his new mission was rewarded by many 
conversions. The Faith was at a low ebb when he began his new 
office, but God was pleased to send extraordinary visitations in the 
form of earthquakes and cholera plagues (prophesied by the saint) 
which turned the people to repentance and amendment, Many thou- 
sands were carried off by death, but not before being reconciled to God. 
The Archbishop spent much effort in building an agricultural and in- 
dustrial school to improve social conditions and better the condition 
of slaves and laborers. He expended himself to rectify the marriage 
situation, which was most appalling, for about half of the population 
were living in concubinage. His enemies were many, and various at- 
tempts were made on his life. Once a cut-throat criminal tried to 
slash his throat with a razor, but missed and cut his cheek so severely 
that the salivary glands were severed. His death was expected, but 
after a few days of suffering, the Blessed Virgin appeared in a vision 
and healed him. As Archbishop, St. Anthony lived as simply and 
unpretentiously as he had when a missionary, continuing, too, to prac- 
tice great austerities. 
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Having spent six years 
in Cuba, he was recalled 
to Spain to become the 
Queen's confessor. He 
suffered great interior 
trials at this post, and 
was much calumniated, 
so that he was at length 
banished from Spain. At 
this time, however, he 
was accorded the extra- 
ordinary grace of retain- 
ing the Sacred Species in 
his breast from one Com- 
munion to another, and 
on Christmas Eve, 1864, 
he was privileged to re- 
ceive the Child Jesus 
from the hands of His 
Blessed Mother. 

He went to Paris after 
being exiled, and then to 
Rome for the Vatican 
Council. There he met 
Cardinal Gibbons of Bal- 
timore, who spoke of him 
as a “true saint.’’ Arch- 
bishop Claret suffered a stroke in Rome, and was taken back to France. 
He died on October 24, 1870, in the Cistercian Monastery of Font- 
froide, repeating the words of Gregory VII: ‘I have loved justice and 
hated iniquity; therefore, I die in exile.” 

Like St. John Vianney, St. Anthony Mary Claret believed it was 
not sufficient to preach to souls; the seed of the Word of God must be 
fertilized by prayer and penance. Vocal prayer held for him a special 
attraction, and, besides many other prayers, he never missed daily 
saying the fifteen decades of the Rosary. Prayer and sacrifice were 
the vitalizing principle of his interior life and of his exterior zeal. The 
Holy Eucharist and a tender devotion to Mary were the great lights 
that illumined his soul. 

A great wonderworker in life, St. Anthony Mary Claret is a still 
greater one in heaven. He has proved his sanctity through great 
miracles which have moved the Holy See to elevate him to the altar. 
His zeal for souls is not lessened by his entrance into the Beatific 
Vision. The new saint is looked upon as a great helper in every kind 
of spiritual or temporal need, and as a special protector of domestic 
affairs. Let us imitate his spirit of prayer and penance, his love for 
the Blessed Sacrament, and for the Immaculate Heart of Mary! 





Spiritual Vitamin for May 
O Mary, take my selfish heart and transform it into the likencss of 
the Heart of Jesus! 





-o-Lh-e-Lhe-Lh-e 


AY, the month of Mary, our Heavenly Mother, is 
a month of joy for her and for us. The budding 
leaves and dew-jeweled flowers of spring, the singing 
birds and bright sunshine make us rejoice in nature. 
But our spiritual joys are even greater, for this is 
the: month we give entirely to Mary. Each morning 
we will offer our heart to her. How this poor heart 

of ours will please her if it is loving and pure! She will receive it 

as if it were a beautiful red rose, fresh and fair and fragrant. Even 
greater will her pleasure be if we have received Jesus in Holy Com- 
munion, for since He will then be in our heart, it will be His own 
beauty, His own love, and His own sweetness that we offer her. Let 
this be our way of showing our love and gratitude to her as our special 

patroness on her feast of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, May 13. 

From day to day, too, we will try to make our heart more lovely for Our 

Blessed Mother Mary by imitating the ten special virtues she practiced. 

These are her purity, her humility, her faith, her obedience, her spirit 

of sacrifice, her patience, her charity, her compassion for the suffering, 

her devotion to prayer, and her spirit of gratitude. Surely, Mary will 
then make us more and more like herself, because her grateful heart 
will cause these virtues to blossom in our souls. 


Mary is the Rose Queen and we honor her by devotion to her 
Rosary. During the month of May, let us pray at least one decade 
each day, saying each Hail Mary to obtain one of the virtues named 
above. If we meditate on one of the sacred mysteries as we devoutly 
say our Hail Marys, will it not be like offering Mary a heavenly bouquet 
of roses? May Our Blessed Mother rejoice, this month, in the lovely 
bouquets and heart-roses that her children offer her! 


And now a reminder! The GoLpEN PENNIEs you are earning for 
the Holy Father’s Spiritual Bouquet for the feast of the Sacred Heart 
by offering up Holy Masses, Communions, Prayers and Sacrifices, 
should be here by JUNE Ist. 
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Saint Philip and Saint James 


Q* May ist we keep the feasts of two of Our Lord’s Apostles, 
St. Philip and St. James. At one time the feasts of the Apostles 
were holy days of obligation like those of the Ascension, the Assump- 
tion, and other great feasts of the Church. The Apostles were the 
special friends of Jesus during His life, and to them He entrusted His 
wonderful powers of changing bread and wine into His Body and 
Blood, of forgiving sins, of preaching and making His Church known. 
If they had not been faithful to their charge, the Holy Catholic Church 
could not have spread all over the world as it has today. How grateful 
we should be to these holy Apostles! All of them, except St. John, 
became martyrs. But as it was only by a miracle that St. John was 
saved from a most cruel death in a caldron of boiling oil into which 
he had been thrown, he, too, is regarded as a martyr. 

St. Philip was from Bethsaida, which was also the birthplace of 
St. Peter and St. Andrew. All three of these Apostles, Peter, Andrew 
and Philip, died on a cross, crucified like Our Lord. You have perhaps 
noticed that Philip is mentioned several times in the Gospel. When 
Our Lord multiplied the loaves and fishes to feed more than five thou- 
sand people in the desert, He first asked Philip what he would suggest 
doing to feed the great crowd. Philip answered humbly that it would 
take a geat deal of money to buy enough bread for them, but he knew 
they did not have the money, and besides there was no place to buy 
bread, so he could not offer a solution. At the Last Supper, Philip 
asked Jesus to show His Father to them. And Jesus gave a proof 
of His Divinity when He answered him, ‘‘Philip, he who sees Me, sees 
the Father also. I and the Father are One.’’ By these words, Jesus 
taught the truth which you learned in your catechism: The Father is 
God, and the First Person of the Blessed Trinity; the Son is God, and 
the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity; but there is only ONE GOD 
in THREE DIVINE PERSONS, Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Shortly before Our Lord’s death, some strangers who had come 
to Jerusalem asked Philip if they could see Jesus. Philip had brought 
Nathaniel to Jesus too, as soon as he had been called by Our Lord to 
be a disciple. So it seems Philip had a special mission to lead souls 
to Jesus. He must have had very winning manners which attracted 
others to him. 

After the descent of the Holy Ghost, St. Philip labored with great 
zeal, preaching the true Faith in Asia Minor, a country between the 
Mediterranean and the Black Sea. He was about eighty-one when he 
was martyred in testimony of the truth of what he preached. He was 
bound to a cross and stoned in Hieropolis, in Phrygia. His body was 
buried in that city by the Christians, but was later taken to Rome 
where a church had been built in 260 A.D. in honor of the Apostles. 
His relics now repose in this church. 

St. James was a cousin of Jesus, but since the Hebrew language 
had no word for cousin, he is sometimes referred to in the Gospels 
as “the brother of the Lord.” He is called St. James “the Less” be- 
cause he was younger than the other Apostle James, who is called ‘‘the 
Greater.”’ St. Paul tells us he was favored with an apparition of Our 
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Lord after His resurrection. He is often called “the Just’ because of 
his holy life, his many penances and persevering prayer. It is said 
his knees were calloused like those of a camel because he knelt so 
much in prayer. He was consecrated the first Bishop of Jerusalem 
by the other Apostles. He upheld St. Peter’s authority as Pope when 
the first Council was held in the Church. St. James suffered martyr- 
dom at Jerusalem in the year 43, when he was ninety-six. He was 
thrown from the parapet of the Temple and then stoned and beaten 
with clubs. He was buried in Jerusalem, but in 572 his holy remains 
were removed to Constantinople, and later were taken to the same 
church as that in which St. Philip’s relics rest. St. James wrote a very 
beautiful Epistle, which forms part of the New Testament. In it he 
teaches us many beautiful virtues, especially to be kind and charitable 
in our speech. 

St. James and St. Philip attended Our Lord’s “school,” in which all 
the Apostles were disciples. They were very anxious to learn all that 
Our Lord taught them. Imitate them by taking a great interest in the 
study of your catechism. They were Apostles, which means they spent 
their lives in winning souls for Our Lord. You, too, can bring souls 
to Jesus by your prayers and good example, and also by inviting your 
little non-Catholic friends to go to church with you. 


PRACTICE: Daily recite a decade of the Rosary to obtain the 
ten special virtues of Our Blessed Mother. Take St. Philip and St. 
James for your models in the practice of virtue and prayer. 


ASPIRATION: Queen of the Apostles, pray for us! 


The Drawing Contest 


We were delighted with the many fine drawings of St. Joseph 
received for the contest in Mareh. There were 134 pictures submitted, 
some in pencil, some in ink, some in crayon, and a few in water colors. 
While some of the drawings were of St. Joseph alone, many represented 
him with the Child Jesus. Others showed scenes such as his workshop, 
or the house of Nazareth, or the Flight into Egypt. All were very in- 
teresting and many showed that a great deal of work had been put 
on them. With such a variety, and with so many splendid drawings 
to choose from, we found it necessary to award five prizes. Because the 
drawings represented boys and girls from five years old up to eighteen, 
we selected the winners according to age groups, as indicated. Billy 
Kane, an Indian boy, drew St. Joseph as an Indian holding the Infant 
Jesus, also represented as a little Indian. The picture showed remark- 
able artistic skill, originality, and painstaking care. So also did the 
three other drawings sent in by boys from St. John’s Indian School in 
Laveen, Arizona, although the latter showed the saint as we are more 
accustomed to think of him. Roy King of Rockford, Illinois, age 7, 
sent a cut-out picture of St. Joseph, which was very good. The fine prize 
drawing from five-year-old Benjamin Michulka shows St. Joseph seated 
on a bench, whittling out a little toy donkey. We were happy to learn, 
from the drawings submitted, that there are many budding artists 
among our Little Lovers. The prize-winning pictures were really ex- 
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cellent, as were also many of the others. We want to encourage these 
especially to develop the precious talent God has given them, for the 
Church needs good artists, to draw worthy religious pictures. How 
noble it would be to use this gift for the glory of God! 


I PRIZE: (Colored Picture) Benjamin Michulka, Age 5, 
5 to 9 Holy Cross School, East Bernard, Tex. HONORABLE 
years. MENTION: (Colored Picture) Irene Donofrio, 8, Saint 

Mary’s School, Derby, Conn. Jerome Joseph Michna, 9, 
Holy Cross School, East Bernard, Tex. (Pencil Drawing) 
Marie Gehring, 9, St. John’s School, Rubicon, Wis. 


II PRIZE: (Colored Picture) Ralph Balaun, 10, Cathedral 
10 to 13 School, Salina, Kansas. (Pencil Drawing) Mehrin Hills, 
13, St. John’s Indian School, Laveen, Arizona. 
HONORABLE MENTION: (Colored Pictures) Mary 
Fisher, 10, Holy Cross, East Bernard, Tex. Mary Huering, 
11, Kimberly, Wis.; Carole Fusselman, 13, Immaculate 
Conception School, Moberly, Mo. (Pencil) Beulah Braun, 
13, McCartyville School, Anna, Ohio; Dorothy Anzek, 
13, Loretto Academy, Kansas City, Kans.; Kathleen 
Tilque, 12, Mill Center School, Green Bay, Wis., and 
Christopher Mitchell, 10, Pawtucket, R. I. 


Il PRIZE: (Pencil Drawings) Billy Kane, 17, St. John’s 
14 to 18 Indian School, Laveen, Arizona. Odelia Amberger, 14, 
Sts. Peter & Paul School, Norwood, Ohio. HONORABLE 
MENTION: (Ink Drawing) Anita M. Glosemeyer, 14, 
St. Francis School, Quincy, Ill. (Pencil Drawings) 
Cynthia Pryor, 16, St. Joseph Academy, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Ann Reinhart, 14, Holy Cross School, Fort Branch, In- 
diana. Ruth Ann Junkins, 14, St. Anselm, Chicago, Ill. 
Joseph LaPierre, 18, Fairfield Prep., Fairfield, Conn. 
Harold Joseph Marietta, 16, and Erving Tashquinth, 16, 
St. John’s Indian School, Laveen, Arizona. James Hundel, 
St. Adrian’s School, Adrian, Minn. 

The prize in Group I was a child’s prayer book. In 
the other groups, it was a gift box containing an ever- 

sharp pencil, booklet, medal and holy pictures, 











Our Family Book of Dife 
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N “album” for recording all the important events in the sacra- 
mental life of the family, accompanied by inspiring instructions 
written by two Benedictine monks of Conception Abbey and illustrated 
with symbols. Attractively bound in white, and printed in two colors. 
Makes an ideal wedding gift. Price, $5.00. 
Order from: Designs for Christian Living 
Box 5948, Westport Station 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Make 
Every Day 
of May 





AVE: MARIA 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for the Feasts of the Blessed 


Virgin — The novenas and triduums are drawn exclusively from the Liturgy. 
Includes forty feasts in honor of Our Lady. The feasts in May include: 
Queen of the Apostles; Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament; Help of Chris- 
tians; Mediatrix of All Graces; Queen of All Saints. The second part of 
this booklet is devoted to St. DeMontfort’s treatise on ‘“‘True Devotion to 
Mary,’”’ and provides many inspiring prayers. 128 pages. 20¢ 


Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary — A booklet not 
to be overlooked because of its complete account of the apparitions of Our 
Lady of Fatima, her appeal for devotion to her Rosary, Scapular, and her 
Immaculate Heart, and promise of peace with the conversion of Russia if 
her message is heeded. 10¢ 


Heart of Our Queen and Mother — veneration of Mary’s Im- 
maculate Heart, and special practices of devotion in its honor. It contains 
Mass of the Immaculate Heart, Acts of Consecration, and prayers. 10¢ 


The Mysteries of Mary — Practical reflections and devotional prac- 
tices for the observance of our Blessed Mother’s fifteen principal feasts. 10¢ 


Under Mary’s Mantle — Reflections on Mary’s maternal solicitude 
for her children from birth to death. Consecration of children to Mary. 
Prayers. 10¢ 


To Jesus through Mary — St. Louis DeMontfort’s “Secret of Grace” 
to lead souls to intimate union with Jesus and Mary. 10¢ 


Communion Devotions in Union with Mary — In the spirit of St. 
DeMontfort’s devotion. Many inspiring prayers, and Communion Mass. 
Prayers for a novena of Communions. 10¢ 


Devotion to Mary — A consideration of the graces derived through 
devotion to Mary; particular forms of devotion; Mary’s Immaculate Concep- 
tion. 10¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure — The Rosary, a source of grace and 
comfort in spiritual and temporal necessities. Reflections on the prayers and 
mysteries. The archconfraternity. Rosary novena. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Practical and Popular Devotional 
Booklets for Daily Use 


Sacramentals — An instructive booklet on the chief sacramentals of 
the Church. Rekindle devotion to the Sign of the Cross and Crucifix by 
using this beoklet in preparation for the feast of the Finding of the Holy 
Cross (May 3). 10¢ 

Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Prepare 
in the spirit of the Liturgy for the Finding of the Holy Cross, Ascension and 
Pentecostal feasts. In our two booklets, which comprise a series, one has a 
complete devotional program in the spirit of the Liturgy of Holy Church for 
use in connection with Our Lord’s principal feasts. Part I covers Advent to 
Pentecost; Part II, Pentecost to Advent. Each booklet, 15¢. 


Feast of Ascension Feast of Pentecost 
May 18 May 28 


Make Woe Make 
the Rogation Days = oh the Novena for the 
May 15, 16, 17, days Feast of Pentecost 
of PRAYER! May 18—27! 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace — The excellence of prayer, its 
necessity and wonderful power is set forth in an appealing way that will 
help to renew fervor and confidence. 10¢ 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations — A pleasing variety of in- 
dulgenced prayers, conveniently grouped. 10¢ 


From Earth to Heaven — The meaning and purpose of Christian 
life is explained, and guiding principles suggested whereby to make sure of 
attaining one’s final goal —- HEAVEN. 10¢ 


Devotion to the Holy Ghost — A prief summary of the doctrine 
regarding the Holy Spirit, reflections for Pentecost, a novena and prayers. 10¢ 


*Neath St. Michael’s Shield (Feast of Apparition, May 8) — 
Explains glory of St. Michael, his power in heaven and on earth; contains 
Proper of the Mass, and selected prayers. 10¢ 


St. Jude Thaddeus and St. Rita, Helper in Desperate Cases — 
A favorite booklet. Use for your novena in honor of St. Rita, May 1322. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








